
 
 

300 W. 4th St. Craig,  Colorado 81625 (970)826-2000 (970)824-6539 Fax 

 

 

June 14, 2016 

 

Bureau of Land Management 

U. S. Department of Interior 

20 M Street SE, Room 2134 LM 

Washington, D.C.  20003 

 

RE: Comments of the City of Craig, Colorado, on the Bureau of Land Management Coal Leasing 

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 

 

Dear Secretary Jewell, 

 

On behalf of the City Council of the City of Craig, Colorado, and its seven members, this letter is 

written to express strong support of the current federal coal program of 12.5% royalty rates paid 

on coal leased from federal lands. We urge the BLM to maintain, or even decrease, royalty rates. 

 

We support the current program because coal is the backbone of our community.  The federal coal 

program results in thousands of jobs, provides affordable electricity to some of the most 

economically depressed regions of our state and supports our energy needs. 

 

The current program also provides a more than fair return for taxpayers as current royalty rates are 

above market value and have contributed $13.8 billion in revenue to federal and state governments 

since 2003.  Coal producers currently pay the public almost 40% of every dollar they collect from 

the production of federal coal.  If the BLM is truly concerned about maximizing a strong return on 

investment for taxpayers, it will consider decreasing royalty rates, streamlining the leasing process 

and making the permitting process more efficient.  

 

Increased royalty rates will only result in depressed revenue for our schools and roads with little, 

if any, positive impact on the environment.  Increased rates would also have a detrimental effect 

on our local economy which would be seen in decreased state revenue, lost jobs and increased 

electricity prices for consumers. 

 

Keeping coal in the ground is a lose-lose-lose for Colorado.  Please stand up for Colorado’s small 

communities and maintain the federal coal program with its current royalty rates. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

Ray Beck, Mayor 


