
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 23, 2016 

MINUTES 

 

Mayor Ray Beck brought to order at 6:30 p.m. the second regular meeting of the Craig City 

Council for the month of February 2016.   In addition to Mayor Beck, those present were 

Councilmembers Joe Bird, Derek Duran, John Ponikvar, and Tony Bohrer. Councilman W. Kent 

Nielson and Councilman Jarrod Ogden were absent.  Staff present were City Manager Jim Ferree, 

Finance Director Bruce Nelson, Water/Wastewater Director Mark Sollenberger, Parks & 

Recreation Director Dave Pike, Chief of Police Walt Vanatta, Road and Bridge/Solid Waste 

Director Randy Call and City Clerk Kathy Larson. 

 

All participated in the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.  

 

Councilman Bohrer moved with a second by Councilman Bird to approve, as presented, the 

minutes from the February 9, 2016, meeting. Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

Councilman Bohrer moved with a second by Councilman Duran to approve the agenda as 

presented. Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

Councilman Bird moved with a second by Councilman Bohrer to approve the consent agenda 

approving a Special Events Liquor Permit for Horizons Specialized Services for their annual 

“Pick-A-Dish” event to be held April 14, 2016, at the Moffat County Fairgrounds Pavilion.  Ayes: 

5. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

Various Council reports were given at this time.  All councilmembers commented very positively 

on the recent Art Walk that was held downtown in conjunction with the Connections 4 Kids 

“Cherish the Little Things” art show. Some members also attended a recent community 

stakeholder meeting regarding the upcoming budget for the Moffat County School District. 

 

City manager Ferree presented a proclamation from the Community Agriculture Alliance for 

approval.  Following the reading of the proclamation, Councilman Ponikvar moved with a second 

by Councilman Bird to proclaim the week of March 18 – 25, 2016, as Agriculture Week and March 

23, 2016, as Agriculture Day in Craig, Colorado.  Ayes: 5. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

Roy Tipton and Commissioner Chuck Grobe representing Moffat County appeared before Council 

to update them on Phase III of the Shadow Mountain project.  The contract for this phase has been 

awarded to Williams Construction Contractors from Norwood, Colorado.  The county applied for 

and received an additional $327,000 for this project from the Department of Local Affairs 

(DOLA). 

 

Councilmember Ogden entered the meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Steve Hinkemeyer, the city’s representative on the Yampa/White/Green River Basin board, gave 

an update on the last several board meetings and some of the upcoming projects.  

 



City Manager Ferree presented a letter written to Senator Randy Baumgardner regarding SB16-

097 which, if passed, may unfairly eliminate our severance tax distribution in its current form.  

There was a brief discussion and then Councilman Ponikvar moved with a second by Councilman 

Bohrer to approve sending this letter to Senator Randy Baumgardner expressing Council’s 

concerns regarding SB16-097.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

City Manager Ferree then presented some information on SB-16-100 regarding the Road & Bridge 

Mill Levy Parity.  There was a lengthy discussion on this and it was noted that the Colorado 

Municipal League supports passage of this bill. 

 

Finance Director Nelson presented Ordinance No. 1049 (1016) for introduction and first reading 

regarding financial carryovers from 2015 into 2016.   After a brief discussion,  Councilman Bohrer 

moved with a second by Councilman Duran to approve, on first reading,  Ordinance No. 1049 

(2016), a supplemental appropriation ordinance to carryover budgeted 2015 projects or 

commitments not accomplished in 2015 into the 2016 budget.  Ayes: 6. Nays: 0. Motion carried. 

 

Water/Wastewater Director Sollenberger gave his monthly updates on the water and wastewater 

departments.  Some of this discussion focused on Elkhead reservoir.  City Manager Ferree 

mentioned that there will be another public meeting in the Spring regarding the placement of 

netting at Elkhead Dam for the non-native fish project. 

 

Finance Director Nelson appeared again to review in detail the 2015 year-end financials.  A lengthy 

discussion was held mainly concerning how to increase revenues in the future.  It was decided to 

have a special workshop on March 2, 2016, at 7:30 pm regarding revenues and other items.   

 

Ken Wergin offered comments regarding various items of discussion. 

 

There being no further business, Councilman Bird moved with a second by Councilman Ogden to 

adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

 


